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itf THE BEST MERI- 

rieftwit in true honcft kindneflc, 

nothing Hum/rej^hutHumfrey 

King^ God and a good wife make 

a happie manmthuworld. 







^Vftic /^i^^i/Jry, honcft wa^c, hca- 
ring^of iatC) of your determination, 
to enter into the honourable courfe 
) of kindneile (which^er many mad 
^Roundes, wm be the beft daunce to 
continue mth)hopeingdutyou are olde enough 
to knowe what i% good for your feife, and yet not 
(b wilful in conceipt^bbt you will take aduifement 
of your £ood friends i for the better tnftrudlion of 
your iu Jgement in this loues ]awe<afe ^ I haue 
thoughtgoodtoletyoudowncifuch notes wor« 
thy memory 3 as may mue you^reat lij^t , in the 
beft way to your comfon : where^fiading die true 
defcription of the worthy,and vnworthy woman, 
you may,by gods helpe,make a choyce worth the 
chufing • rdjqmll fent them to me, and I to yoUj 
» A a hoping 
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The Epijlle dedicatory. ^ 

hoping,thac iftHcy be not as they ihould be, you 
will blame him 5 and not mc. So, wifhing thine 
honed heart as good fortune as my felfc , and as 
much better zs ihall pleafe God; it* you light 
wcUjto be glad , but notproudeof it; if other- 
wifc , to be as patient as your poore friendes 
(hopingjthat you wil finde a'iewcll worth the kee- 
ping, and droffc but worth the difcarding) I c6- 
mit my bodce to your kinde reading, & my loue 
to your like keeping : and fo red 

Tour sffeHmdte fricnde^ 
SalohdaTrcboun. 
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i^Tothe%eader. 

A s av 1 1 i 5 a$yon hiue heard^ht^ 
iting hid many mtddc homourt in 
hiihcadc^ould ncucr be at quictia 
h i» heart, till he had e^fedhis minde 
of his mtlacholj^now ofUte^leauing 
boy cs play ro goe to coytes,coput 
r ;f:s tj\n >r hU heade.fell tofludle of 
]oue«which,ffndingouta MiftreiTe for hit humour ^ pur 
his wits CO many good fcnikes/carccworriiie the red« 
cing4But9mbriefe;bcwas(ograiieIedio the admiracioo 
of her pcrfe6tions,d)ac he look'c fo farre into her m/nde^ 
ts made him haue minde almoft of nothing eire;cill^fia» 
ding the variecie of her inclination^heegreweouc of 
loue with loue : hit miftrefle was but a dreamcj and wo« 
men were flrange creatures .Mfthey were as they fliould 
be, they were to hard to come by nf^ai too many be,they 
%vcrc better loft than fbiinde • And in thisquandarie of 
quimeddledy^ how now ( according to the olde country 
Rounde, Take the beft, and leaue the wortt^and breake 
none of the pale) hee hath written his mindrof alt that 
came to his thought j hoping die beft will be qui etj and 
die reft wil mende»And fO|Wifiiing ruery man to take his 
fortune ^as patiently as hee may,and to fpeake as well of 
him^as be lift^hc rcfls^after his*olde fidhioo^ 
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^ Pafquill,ingcneral,to women, 

r B E thdt tre vttrthie 0Jhtiuitr , 7 vtiU 
]U»gljgiM€ityee:yeethMtde^riKiU, I 
' vtUffrff&rye^hat Gtdmlmmemtyeti 
\ butue that 4rt grtiitut^httutfnniy 
\U*jtjuf4Utre jee he Mfdret stuijee 
tb4tMrHo$ hlme^n«ti^fert.trfiodi$mfrcifmHi *. 

ukeibti berfelfe. What ugpcdtskett^jee thst d^eme 
U:vfbati$iM,lbe^Mhitt$Mone dtsttiftry tkHtwt 
n»t hir^kmi PsrtuMld^ly I will tmb wkb imfer- 
fiaims, Smt kimletflhadfiwn I dretmed §f^ thM 
were like iMmem.»bicb wben tmeoke^frimdtwhi)^ 
ficb, Andtherfore^ing 4dl wmen mBd^emeftmi 
geedtbeugbt^ mberJwiUbenemrtbt befij^prajfer 
tbtwtrft^dfereft, ' 

Pafquill. 
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O t fhcc, that braucs a piftiire for a face. 
In or {hcc ^vhpfc waftc is little as a wand: 
jE^SgNor (hcc whole c)X can glance it witli a 
Hot fhcc that hath a Spider fingred haiid> Tgracc, 
; ^or flice that dodi vpon her Tiptoes ftan^^: 
Nor llicc that is with beauties droflc bcdight^ 
Is flie^of whom my Mufc dotli incanc tQ wptc,. , 



For Bcantie fadcth like a Morning flower. 
And fickncftc windcs the bodic foonc awrj:: 
And Pride i& but the lliadowc of a power. 
Nor in a finger, doth all fairencffe lie. 
For when tootC3hand,head,hcart,and a! muft die. 
And dcarh hatli made aCarcafle of aCrcature, 
What good do then thcOmaments ofNatutcf 
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No,no : there is an other Idnde of thing, 
Which in the heart doth grovr^ (bme do geiK^ 
That fecretly doth through the fpirit (priiig. 
And heauenly powers efpecially doe blcile: 
Which as it growes^ meaflir^more or leHc 
Doth beautifie die bodie where it erowes. 
As wit and rcafi)n, all in wonder lix>we$. 

Which fome do call the Quinteflcnce of Nature: 
Other fetdowne for reafbns gduernment: 
And fpmc do call the forme of honours feature^ 
And other fome the /pirits Inftrumenr, 
That giues each limme,&fcnfc, their ornament: 
But all and fome agree on this^ finde. 
It is the wonder in a womans minde. 

It is the Minde that giues the Maieftic: 
The pureft beautie, is within the Minde, 
It is the Minde that makes the dignttie. 
It is the Minde that makes the Naturckinde,' 
And keepes the eye,that ncuer can be blinde 
Iti$ the Minde that cuids both heart & head: 
For kill the Minde,thc body is but dead. 

And 
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Tapiuth a^Miflrep. 




And this famemind^diat monarchethtfae dK)i]ght 
Wherein it .doth by infpiration dwell, 
By whom^thc ground of cucry grace is fbugh^ 
The eye to fee, earc hcare^the tongue to teU^ 
How eucry fcnfe may in it felfe excell. 
This minde I fay^themaicfHe ofNature^ 
Is onely it^ that makes die perfe^ Creaturc*^ 

Tills minde^the giftof theSupemall grace, 
Defcending from the life of Mercies loue. 
Which in true mufique skoms to touch die Bafe^^ 
But(in the height of honours beft behooue) 
Doth the true confort of contentments prooue: 
This minde is it, that in true happindle. 
Doth onely make a womaas worthinefie. 

For, let her be as faire as Curds and Creamc^ 
Yet if her minde be made of Milke and ChedCi 
Her water is but like a common ftreame, 
That in a puddle doth her honour leefe^ 
A Wafpim minde is not for hony Bees:. 
While the trueminde^ where honour hadi her 
Can not defcend iptoaba& conceit, (height^ 
h^t And 
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Tafyulh a^iftreje. 




And let her be abtggc of goldc for wealth, 
Yet,if widiall (hebeare a be^er mindc: 
The gratious eye, (liat (ees £e(pirics health, 
Khowes that the heart diat is to hell enclind^ 
In vermes heauen can ncuer honour finde:(place, 
VVhiledKtnie minde, where vertiiehath^r 
Makes gold but dtoffi^topurchafehonors grace; 

And let her be avery Apefor wit, 
Ye^ if (he be enclinde toMonkies toyes: 
Vertue,that dqdi die heart to honour fi^ 
Findes it too full of follies fowk annoyet. 
To feeke die lewell of true Graces ioyes: (fit, 

While wifdome(howe$,that in the (bule do£ 
There is no honour in an Apiihe wit. 

Andlether.be aLadiefor her honour, 
Yetif (hee beof an vng^tle minde. 
What heart of wordi oiat will attend vnon herf 
That can not grace true vertue in her kinde: ' 
ButlilceaBiizzard,letherbeatethewinde, (ued. 
While the true minde that hadi true honor pro- 
'. Makes gratious kindnefle worthily bcloued. 

Thus 
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Thas^kt f ler be ^fairc^ wcalthic^noblc^wifc 
Yet ifthcfc be not inly in the mindc, 
In the clcarc iudgement of trac wif domes cycf , 
Shce is no Creature of an Angels kinde; 
While fhadovvcs do but Indilcretion blindc. 
No^tis the uiindc^tli at the true worth retainctlic 
That all by vcriue^endledc honour gaineth* 

For, if I may dcfcribc a wQtthie woman > 
Worthic of honour in the higheft kindc 
(Such ^as but fuch onCjknownc to fcwjor no man) 
But by the module of a hcauenly minde. 
If that mine eye be not conceited blinde3(forth 
Ivvillfctdowne how gratious thoughts bring 
Thepcrfcd wonder of a womans worth, 

Iffticebefairewithout^ gratious widiin^ 
Noble of birth, and in demeanour kindc 
Wclthie in purfc,yet will with bounty winnc 
The worthy honour of a Noble minde: 
Such a rare Vhotnix in the world to findc» 
And to be matched in her worth by no rbaiij 
May well defcribe the wonder of a woman. 

Bj But 
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But if her bcaude be a common blaze> 
To fire the heart of euciy foolifh head: 
Or Hke a elalfe, be euery woodcockes cazc^ 
Byfondwtdestobringa fooleto hccx 
Itfuch iU' humours haue die ^iritfedde^ 
Where wifdom wants to giue the minde a grace^ 
It makes apidurc of a painted face. 

And if flic be of Noble Parentage;, 
Yet tumc her minde vnto a meaner ftringr 
And by die want of honours cariage, 
Willgracc a begger,and difgrace a King, 
And leaue a Larke to heare a Cuckoe (ing: 
. Vnfidy wasdiat honourstide giuen her, (her^ 
Whc a bafc minde hadi to filch b»gge7 driuen 

AndiffliebcasrichasCrtfj/iisfwas, 
Yet if her minde be jgiuen to greedinefle: 
And doth for wealth more than for honour pafler 
And thinkes no honour but in wealthinefle: 
In the true Rules ofbonours worthinefie. 
She is as farre from trueNobilitie, 
As an olde Churle from true Gendlirie. 

And 
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And if (be be as wile as wit can maVe her, 
Yetifthatwiiclome doe not guide her mind. 
Such Apish humours will fb ouertakeher. 
That oftentimes she will be wilful! blinde, 
Andloofe^e worth that better wit might finde: 
And then the witthathath but (oily proued. 
Will make her little worthy to beloued. 

Oh then, let vertue gpueme beauties eye. 
And honours loue, a noble fbiritNurfc 
Let Mdfdomc, witjto caresdilcretion tyc, 
AndBounty keepe the wealthy Ladies Putfc 
So in the bliflc where neucrfell acurfe, ) 
Pcrfedions grace the foitit of that kindc. 
That fo can make a boaic of a mind& 

Forfuch a bodieofamindefb framed, 
Containes rtore worth then palficmcancxpreflc. 
VVhich wondefjbeing in a woman named, 
In^onours title can deferue no lef& 
Then Reafons grace in Natures worthineflc: 
" ■ Which on me cardi in any one wcUknownc, 
Might make her onlv,by her felfe,alone. 

B'4 The 
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The Noble minde regards true Nobleneffc, 
And bends no eye vpon a baie afpet^b 
Rciedteth pride, rcwardcth thankfiilncffci 
And vnto verrae hath a chiefe afFc<ft: 
And is not of the fubtill humour'd feifb 
But plaincly fees and markcs,&loucs the hart. 
That onelyfeekcs for honour by defirt* 

It loucs no creeping that doth fincll of craft, 
Where fairc before doth hide the fowlebehindc 
Noris itpleafcdinafugred drafts 
That fits me ftomacke onely but with mnd«: 
Norlouesa Falcon of aBuzzards kindc 
Butlikea i*^<r»/.vfbaring intheSunne, 
Begins to Ihic when thathcrlife is done; 

It maketh patience kill each difcontcnt. 
And reafbn comforts in their kindes to meafuret 
It brecdes the humour of the beft intent, (furc 
And tels the heart,what fhould be her chiefe trea- 
And but in heauai doth place the fpirits pleafure: 
It hues on earth,but hath not hecrc her liuing, 
Whilchcaucniylouchathalher efRce gluing. 

What 
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What worth hath wonnc the faircft wom£s famef 
But that which honor in the mindc hadi wrought: 
And whathath wrought the trucft honors firanie^ 
But that which vertue in the minde hath taught: 
To which the bodie is a thing of naught: 

For in the minde the gratious ipirit dwelleth. 
That giues the groud^wherin each fefe excdlci^ 

The gratious glorious Queene of womankiade^ 
The virgine L^arity mother of all Blifle^ 
What wonne her hotiour^but an humble mindc-^ 
That (hewcs the vaine where truefl vertue is: 
Leading the foule it cannot eoe amifle: 
But in pertedion plainelyhath approued^ 
The onely life that is of God beloued* 

y^^ta was faire^ but to DiMs^ fowie: 
LMiH<ru4 wife, till P/dlas came in place: ^ 
But oh, to match an Eagle with anO wle^ 
A baggage fpirit with an Angels face: 
Honour can neuer yeelde to Uich difgrace. 
Nonrertues hand^ihat giueth honours crowne^ 
Wii ftrike die thought of al difhonour downe. 
C Oh, 
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Oh<^ the true noble beautic of the muide. 
The hearts chicfc richcs,and the fpirits trcafure, 
Tlut doth the foulc to facrcd feruice bindc^ 
That only fcckcs in Pandifc her plcafurc^ 
Hadi euen oi heaticn already made a ieduxc^ 
And ftiewcs where vcrtuc doth the wit refine, 
It makes the creature to be knowne Diuine. 

It maTces the eye of beauty blcfTe true honour. 
And honour grace the heart of humblcnene. 
And wildome make bef I wits to waicc vjpon her,' 
While wealth re wardcth feruice thaaktulnefie: 
And fits the mindc fo full of worduneffe^ 
As where fuch true perfections arcapproued. 
Can not but be of hcaucn and earth bebucd. 

**, 
ftmkfeyizi conflant in her louc : 
Which to her beauty gauc a glorious grace: 
Did not LucreiU as great honour prouc^ 
Againft TarqmtiifUy in a wof ull cafcf 
On^modeftDeaudefaadia bleiKdface; 
Put faire and noble, conftant, wife, and Icind 
Poc fhewe anAngcllin awomansmindc. 

Oh 
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Oh this fame minde, « (pint of that power^ 
That ioyes in nothing but in doing good: 
And will omitno meane^po place^nor hower^' 
That may bring in die height ofhpnours flood» 
Caries no £dfliood,in too fiure i hoode. 
But, onely grieues at an vngrarious Nature 
Doth in a woman make a wor^ Creature^ 

Oh that fame minde of true humilitie^ ^olde: 
Doth gaine more grace^thcn nK>untain mines of 
Where die true badge of true Nobilide: 
Doth (hewe the honour diat will euer holc^ 
While baggage humours will be bought &folit 

Where beggers pride^die Tbwre oiB^biUn^ 

Will ^uiddy £^ vnto confu(ion« 

. To (hewe examples of our former times. 
In true recording of thofe wordiy mindes,* 
That would but fill my paper vp widi Rimes 
Of commendattons,in deferued kindes. 
Which wif domes iudeement inperfedionfinds^ 
It were too tediousiKt thus much fuffice. 
To (hcwcthe mind whetin true honour lies. 
Ca ^ Bu^' 
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Bursas in all things^ contrarietic 

Doth fttcw die ditfcrcncc mixt ihc good and bad: 

And Lo all humours, rhe varietic 

Shcwcs which defer ucth cliicfcft to be had: (fad: 

Which makes ilic mtndc moft gricuous ormoft 
So let me Jlicwc the trueth of ciicry token^ 
That makes a womaiij in her fame forcfpokcn. 

If that her eyes doc trowle like tcatiis ballcsj 
Her tongue be alwaics licking of her lips: 
Her hcclcs be fo vpon the flippery falles> - 

They fcarcc hauc power to carric vp her hips: 
If that fhc tread awry among her trips: 

Although her face be like an AngcII paintcdj 
Ho tliecc alas, her credit wiU be tainted. 

• 

If that her tongue be like an Afpcn Icafe, 
Herhairc vnkcmbedlike aCart-horfc taile; 
Her fingers ends like to a thrcfhed flicafc. 
Her gate be hke vnto a garden (naile: 
While winter duft hangs knotted at her faile. 
And hauc a mmdc to anfwcrc cucry par^ 
She i$ a darling foe the diuclf daru 

^ If 
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If (he be bafely botnc,an<i vildy bred. 
Dogged ill Nature,fotrifli in conccita 
A Camels vifagc and a beedc head, 
Andholdcher nofcvpto aftecpleshcighti ^ 
And ycc can fcarccly on a trencher waite: 
Though (he be nointed widi the Cutriccsoyle^ i 
She willbe counted bucafiichieroyle. i 

Ifftjc make curtxy like J/4i<<rcV4r/<», J 

And weare her linnen neuer fb weliilicto 
Andbethe flower ofall theiivin| pan; 
AndhaueherbororoewtthaNoTegaiefiicfa: | 
Andinherwrcbene«erfobetricktr . 
And (haU be married fo die Bailifes fbnne: 
She (halbe buc the wench, whenall is done; , 

If$hccanalke,whatlackeyouGcntIeman^ 
And with good words make profit ofhet waie , 
If she can tume the Kittling in the pan, 
Andknowesbodihowto^d & howtofpai^ 
Andhow CO &hift,to make a priu^ share: 
She may doe well/or one ofher vocadom 
Butthw's die top ofallher c ommaid ari o n. 
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If (hec can flaiajt itbraudy at her dooic^ 
AndkauehecRulG»,cleereftarche<land weUiqc,' 
Her Stonaachcr beareout a yard before, 
Her Modey cheekes with pure Vermilion wet. 
And for a skotfe be found in no mans debt: 
Ye^he that fees her cIoadi,& knowes the woU, 
Findcsher aGuginbutcohangaGull 

Ifflie can pl^ vpon an Inffaumeat, 
And fine^a tume the white vp of die eye: 
And telfa cdc of wantons merriment. 
And fleete and flatter, laugh, and looke atvry, 
Andmake a(hcive forvcry loueto die; 
Yet m:^ her nainde be of fo vile a making, 
Tbatfcarceher body may be worth die taking. 

Buc,if (he haue the gift to brawle and skolde, 
To skowle, and frowne, to lowrc, & hang die Kp: 
And be notp;Uft a hundrcth winters oldc. 
And like a flower, that a froft dodi nip: 
And goes no furdier than a flea can skippe: 

How euer wicked wealth hath ouergon her, . 

He needs no odier plague that lights vpon her. 

And 
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And,if(hclmowendthow tomakchcr rcadic, 
Norwhat to wearc,nor how to rDeake/K>rlookc: 
But inhcr humours wUl be proud and hcddy: 
And ncucr readc, butin a golden bookc. 
And will be caught but wim the golden hookc 
Surely,! f care, her goldc is all but droflc, 
Andhctfaatbuicshcr, willbutliucby loife. 

Andifflicbeinherconccitcfomuddy: 
She hath no ininde,but of her home made doatfa: 
Or in her wicked humours be fo bloudy, 
Shecares nothowihefils thcdiuelsfroadi. 
Nor how (he fwcarc,norhow {hccoync anoatht 
Oh iuchaneggefofullofhclliAcuill, 
1$ euen a morfcll fit to fccdc the diuell. 

And flic thatis into abeaft transformed. 
By allthehumours of vnhuraane Nature: 

And by good ccunfaile, will not be reformed, 
But is rdolu'd to be a wicked creature 
(Howeuerlikeawomanbeherfeature) 
Who eucr hath to doc with her, fliaUimdc 

Shcisawomanofawickedkinde. ^ 

C4 ^<* 
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Andshee that creclitseiiety tale she heeres. 
And tekha uuncie to euen^ idle earc 
Andeiicryidlefiddlinggo£l^M>e checres. 
That can but flattdr, prate,and lye,and fweare: 
- And now and dien^et£Ul a fained teare: 
Such a good eoflippe with her hu(wifeiy. 
Will quiddybting a man to beggery. 

If she be fstvle^auoi'd^d wotle fiu't, (eydee 
Wiy moudi*d,cio<^ legd^ame handed^ fquint 
And eueiy wm fo dioroughly diigrac'^ 
As for a moniter might be made a bride 
Whofe v^ hoc dodi no ill feature hide: 
If fuch a creature may be wordi the wooing^ 
Woe be to him dut hath the deedeindoomg. 

But if she be but breafted like a Cowe, 
Neckt like a wilde goofe, toothed like a dogge 
Lipt like a horfe, & Ihowtcd like a Sowe, 
BreadirdhkeaFoxe,andrpritedlikealogge, 
And in cffcCtJtia}£e fifter to a hogge: 
Yet thinke her penny is good currant mony, 
Hardis his hap that takes her gallforhony. 

But 
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Butif tbatdiecan (imperltte aMaie, 
And like aHobby hotfecanholdeherbead^ 
Prate like aParra% like anOwlet ftare, 
And ileepe and fiioR befoce (he eoe to bec^ 
And in her pocket haue a ccuft cTbiead^ 
And play die wanton on a wodden bench. 
Who woldnptcaft hitgorgeforfiichaw6dif 

Bntif(heecanlaieyea,andnof(>tibodM^' 
And fie, and tuflie, and how now, pnqf aw^ 
And blowe her no(e,andpJdce a rottqi toodi. 
And weareherbeft doatnes en ahoUdjqr> 
Arid skim die creame pot when her damTs away,, 
And make her fpindle twiff withonc a whide. 
Who wottldnotQ>endhis groat for liidiajgirlef 

But if (he get die garland on die greeny 
By truly treading of a U^trrit tUmncet 
Or in a wheatCart,as (he (its vn(eene, 
Vnto her kibber can conuey a ^unce; 
To bring apoote man in a pitttous traunfe 
Who would not diunce vntill hecoiddnot 
That had fo fweete a pigeon by the hand^ftH 
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If fhe be flutdfli, pieuKh , and vntowarif, 
Wilful,and wanton, lazie,curfi^d Allien^ 
Frandd(C,and fooli(h,whineling^d froward. 
And icarce can make a threed Of rudet woUen, 
But muft be tat^hc how to pnc vp her pullen: 
To haue a wench well followed with f9ch fits. 
Would make a poore man halle befide his wits.^ 

Ifdiat bcr eyes be bleer'dyand ninne a water, 
HernofehangdroppingalidieSiuniiierlon^- 
i^er mouth doe flaii^,andher teeth doe <batier^ 
Her brcadi be for the fwiniHi nofe too ftrbng. 
And ban, and cutting be her hewtdy long, 

Witfafuchafieidanae whois fbrc*! to dwell, 
' Needcs in tills world to^ue no odMchdL 

But,if Hie doe butloue the nappy Ale, 
And lye a bed vntill ekuen a cTocke, 
And fecretly can (ether ware to fale. 
For a reddePetcicoat.or aCanuasSmocke, 
piue in a pocker,or can picke a locke, 
AndcallherhusbandRafca]I,Foole,and^cab, 
Neuerieeke further lor a iilthie Drabbc. 

But 
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But if ilie blue a filthy brafen face) 
That wiUiK)cbliilbt what euerweadierfidl, 
S weare,aad ^ake baiidie, chinke of no diigrac^ 
Play widi aU commers^coggejand thrmve ac aU» 
And toile her kindncfle Uke aTennis balb 
In the true courfe of vices declaracioi^ 
Sheis tbeNurfeof alTabhomiDation^ 

If /he can finooth tc widi aCarde of teilt 
And fjpeake no word^but mielv,lnd indeed^^ - 
And ieeme as chough (he could abide no men^' 
And had no ioy^uc holy bodc^ to reede^ 
Looke like a 6owcr^d be a widced weede^ 
And for her gaine can play die Parafite^ 
She were a fit wife for anHypochte. 

If (lie be neidier honeft, faire^or kinde; 
Well fac'tjwel bodied^handed^egg'd^nor fi>oced> 
Good har^good thou^t9 g(>od natiire nor good 
But in die poyfon of all rancour rooted, (minde: 
And ill the mire vp to the knees bb booted: 
Such a ftrage nlon(ter, fit to match mth no ma, 
I tliinke twcre pittie Hiould be cald a woman. 
D a Bu^ 
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But^fbeeon We cunning words of Ac^ 
Tomakebcrcopper ieemegoodcunanccojme; 
Andweep«,&iwearelier kweisftomthehear^ 
And widi an humour iump^and Iflue ioyn^ 
And finefy ib can giue a foole riK fbine: 
Thoui^ flic her matters carry nere (b cleane ,' 
Sheflttll bebuc aconny-catching queane. 

Bu^ if Hie be a foole that can not (peak^ 
But only blu(h,a^ lodce die tother w;^ ; 
And will abne into a comer fneak^ 
Becaufe,alas,flieknowesnoc whatcoiay, 
Butloues wid» children^ widi foolcs to play* 
Sucfaafweete ParaeII,if a man were mad, 
Mightthinkehtmfelfehalfehappieifhehad. 

But^if ftje can bntpickc her fingers ends. 
And pare her naile$,andwafliA wipe her hands: 
RurnietotheFairtjbe merry widiherfriendf. 
And tell her modier how the madcetftvids. 
And pickc the flieaues,whocucr make the bands: 
Such an oddeMawMn were amiftreflefii^ 
To makearich man with the beggerfit 

Buv 
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Biiuf(hccanboihfca»v«,anakmtandfpinne, .' 
SeaweOig^t, biicfalTe^ana ^inaraided dueed^ 
Andcunningfyca»pljy/M»r5/W^»w, 
VVithidlehuinoun,h(wafix)lctofccd^ . 

If fnch a leffon Ac can kmdiy iccde^ 
She and a Tinker, in amaiket town^ 
Would helpe tocolen many a filly clomie. 

But,if(hccanbe<juict^dconttnv 
Speake fairc,make curtfie^feate for to oftodt 
And looke as fobcr as a lacke of Lent, 
VVhat is amiffcjbe careful! to amend. 
And bring diflempers to a quiet end: i 

Oh fuch awcnch would be a membertHi 
To co&n twenty thouland with herwit^ 

But, ifftiehauc no patience inhetMffion»i 
No ftttledhumour>JtallinfelfcwU,^ 
No pleafing fanfie^itin proowng&ftuoiw,. 
Norforhermeale,eocfiirrfietthandicMill, 
Andcaresnotwhedier itbe good orilU 

Such avikbaggagc, were a purgatory,. 

TofinkeaveiyioulcinmUety. 
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Shfsdiatis giuen biitCD all wickedneflfe, 
^btdloiiestoiitiebacallinvrantDiuiefley . 
AndvsiUbelcdbiitaU by wilfulndle. 
And fpeod her yeares but all in wretchedneffi^ 
Not caring bow CO ende in wofulnei&: 
SuchaKmle fiendis ficin fildiindfi:, 
Tomatthdiediudl iahishcUiflwcflc. 

She dutcan loQlc«ahead,and(boake'abeard, 
Andpid«amMtfa,and finely fecarufe. 
And make her felfe of euery flie afeard, 
And(eemeto talteallidleivordes infiuiffi^^ 
Andwearenoclcraihbutof diepuieftftuTC, > 
Andmakefaer Coll aNisjhtcap for dK cough^ 
Godhelpetfaemantforacis well enough. 

She that can hane her breakefidlin her bei:^ 
And fie atdinncr like a nuuden Brid^ 
AndalldiciiM^mittgleametodredkherheadj 
And after dinaer,how bef eye to guide, 
To (\Acwcha fdfe to be the childe^of pride, 
Godwin his mcrcy^may do much to (aue l^r: 
But what a cafe were neintim(hotildhaue heii 
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She that will ride but on an ambling Naggo^'. - 
And traudl not aboue a mile an howre. 
Will not be pleafed but with the golden bagge. 
And haue her coyne come raintng4ike a (ho wic^ 
And giue an AngeUlbr a Giiliflbwre: 
Thatisawencn^diatif (hehada (pring. 
Would make abegger^that were hatteaKing. 

She that can walke the by4anes andthe AUie^ 
And make clofe matches twixcydg ladi Scvc^Cches 
And from the mountaines can niruey the vallies^ 
And lay Aich Ambufcadoes in her trenches^ 
That flie will make her ptofit of her benches: 

Such an odde \!^fler fwears ducfhewil thdu^. 

As long as (he can findooae man aliue* 

But if (he will be cofoied with faire fpeech^' 
And think all golde diat makes a glmnng(how^ 
And doth miftake a blacke thorne for a Beech^ 
Becaufe (he doth no better timber knowe> 
If hcedeledc will doe feele a helpelefie woe^ 
What (aies the wag that got the wech mth child^ 
Had (he bcene w^e^(he had nocheenebeguilde« 

D4 She 
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She that can ncidier boyle^r bakc^nor bni^ 
Nor rarely well conceited for her wit: 
Nor (carcely honeift^nor was euer true^ 
But eue^ wi^,an idle headed Tit^ 
Yet diinkes her felfe for a good husband fie 
Oh^ how accurfed was that creature borne, * 
That tooke diac wenchjto dub him widi a hoinl 

But^hoping diere is no fuch kinde of woman^ 
But twas a ^reame of fome mifbken creatures^ 
That women will be curl^or falie to no man. 
But of good humours3& of better Natures, 
And haue their fancies fitting to their features, 
I will deicribe thofe eratious woraens lines, 
Tbatmake good husbads happy,in their wiucs» 

She that is faire,,and wi(c,curteous and l^inde: 
Patient to beare die erodes of conceit^ 
Of Nature milde, and of an humble minde, 
Conftant in louc, and firee firom all dccei^ 
And will the time of her content awaitc: 
Such a true virgine^to become a wife, 
, Will make a man to kno we a happie lift « 

She 
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She that is careful! ouer that fhe hatfi. 
Painfull in that (he wifely vndertakcth. 
And will not tread out of difaetionspath, . 
But all fond idle thriftlefle waies forfakedi, - 
Thatto die leaft of her diflionour make^ 
She,thatis knowne to haue this kinde of cariage, 
yvm make a man balfe bappie in her mariage. 

She that doth loue to keepe within herboufi^ 
And to die dpore can haue a watchful! eye: 
She in her heade that will not leaue a loufe. 
Nor in her heart a thought to goe awry, , 
From the true courfc of ycrtucs confbuicy. 
And keeps the honor of her husblds bedding, 
Dodi make a man twife happy in her wedding. 

She that doth goe to Church butfor deuotion, 
A^d fcarcth God ,and loucs his word in deede. 
And in her heart will harbour no ill motion. 
That may her fancie with corruption fcede, 
And in her garden will abide no weede: 
She,to that manjthat on her vertue fbies, 
Giaes aprolongingofhishappiedaies, 
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She that forbcarcs to talkc with cttcry Tj^ 
And will not bend her care to cucr)- talc. 
And will employ the fpirit of her wit. 
In keeping palfions in true patience pale. 
And for a Nui will not miltake a lit Je : 

But fhun all tly conceits that may bcfct her^ 
VVUmatc his life thrice happy ilut can get her. 

She that can tnrely indgc twixt good an ^ ill. 
And paints herface^but with a Maiden blufhj 
And to thcbcfl doth ci»cr bend her will, (crufb, 
And cramp all thoughts that would true honour 
And make her foulc vn to her mindc a bru(li , 
And loues entirely;, where (he takes affc^ion. 
Makes mdx^s Mt happie in his loues direi^ioiu 

She diat is Mobly homeland Princely breddc, 
Heaticnly enclin'dj and holily difpofcdj 
A Sarahs fpiri t^and a I»^dahs head. 
And haue her comforts in that careenclofed^ 
That haue their reft in vercue :ill repofed: : 

Such an Angelicall Creature in a wife^ 
Mightmakea king to knovre a happie lifej 

She 
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She that doth rather louc to heaie than fpcake^ ^■ 
And rather ftriucf to vodcrftand than tcacb^ 
And nciicr will the bands of honour brcakc, 
Norcuer fcekc to dime aboue her reach, 
Nor in her thoughts let folly make a breach: 
Such a wdfc wcnch^ true wits wcalthinelfc, 
Wiilmakcamanfindchislifcshappincfifci * 

Shce that will rather a dcfc6l amend. 
Then to dcfcnd^or any way excufc^ 
N or coinc a lie^nor an vnrrueih defend* 
Nor from a friend a good aduifc rcfuft. 
Nor the true honour of her louc abofc^ 
Nor hath that blame,that worthily may blot her 
Makes the man happy^for a wife hath got her. 

She th at will wcire according to her calling. 
Such decent garments as ftic may mainuinc, 
And will not in her husbands care be bawling. 
To fcedc her humour with an idle vaine. 
And make Iiis p urfe beyond his penny ftrainc: 
Such akinde wcnch,chat fo her will doth cary. 
Doth make him happy that doth liuc to marry. 
C 2 She 
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She chat can goc to market for her mcatc, 
Aiid not (lay iwatling there with good ^vifeTwar^ 
Come home and drcHc it>andcaii kindly eate 
That which God (cndcs^and be content witli that, 
And ukc theleanc together with the fac^ 
fOiow when to be a fpendcr^when a faucr^^icr* 
Wil make a poorc man happy dut could bauc 

j She that dodi weare but her owne proper hearc. 

And hath no bcauticjbut of N«iifcs bliflc, 
j Can not commaund a kindc of f aincd tearc, 
' - But when iuft caufc of hearty fotrowc is, 
And rich, or poorc, will neucr runne amiflc 
Such a true wcnch,to makcahappic wife. 
Would make amantolcadea blcffcdlife. 

ShCjthat doth bcare the eye of modcfHcy 
The face of grace,mindc of humilitic. 
The tongue of tructh, thehcanofhonc(ly. 
The parentage of true Gentiliric, 
In the true notes of true Nobilide, 
In ny concdt,wouId furely prooue a wifcJ 
TomakeaLordjtolcadahappicUfc 
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She that is full ofliberalide^ 
And CO die beeger neuer (huts her door«, 
And loues to kccpc good hbrpltalide. 
And hadi delight for totelieue diepoorc. 
Yet hadi a care for to enrich her ftorc, 
Dodi make a.man a very happie Creature, 
That marries with a wench ot fitch a Nature. 

She diat doth hate to brabblejbrawle and icohk^ 
To fwearcand lie^and talke of Rob'm H$9di 
And will no longer any queftion holde. 
Then while (he wdmayiAakeher iudgem£tgood 
To prooue diat (bee her felfe hadi vnderftood: 
Suchararewench/orawellgouemdwi^ (ic 
Wold mdkehim^happy diatwa« matchtwidi 

She diatis free£:omin£imies defac^ 
Wealduein landt,hQrCophersfullofgoId^> 
Her minde of vertue, and ner heart of sace, 
And doth no honour butin venue holde, 
That true fweete Ladie be (he young or olde,' 
Will make diat man toleaoe a happie life, 
Thatkoowes what makes man happy in awife.. 

E3 She 
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Shcc that is miftreflc of her ornic affei^on, 
And viuo rcafon hath fubducd her will, 
And will not hariccn vnto tmperfcifhonj 
To Icauc the good to entcruinc iIk ilk 
In the true rules of my esipcriencc skilJ, 
I thinkc that woman ivhcrc flic is a mfe. 
Doth make a maii to know a happy life, 

Shcc that ia weahh and wo, f icknes^and health I 

Is all alike vnto her fetled louCj 

And in the world doth count her chicfcft wcalthj 

But in the life but oi her turtle douc. 

And fcekes on earth no other heaucns to proucs 
In my conceit^ who had her to a wifc^ 
Had no finall means to make a happy life* ' 

She that is wholly giuen to godlynefle. 
And hates to leadc the life of wantonncflc. 
And hath true patience in vnhappincfle. 
And onely fcekes the fpirits wtalthincflcj 
In the true ivcight ofhonours wonhincflc; 
If that a man urre in hearts hcauinc0e, 
Wiciifucha wifcmightliuein bleflcdneflc. 

Now 
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Now,hopincthat(althous^ihcbirdebctare) 
The M^»/x m a womanimy be found. 
And doubtingnotjbut many women are 
Of ihcir good husbandshappineffc the wound, 

I wi(h the wife a womans worth tofound. 
And deercly loue her for that wotthineflc, 
Thatmakcsamantoliueinhappincflc. 

Butif that Yoath for wealAwam-itchwitfaAgCi. 
And witlcflc agcwiU dote on wanton Youth, 
Ifdifcontentdoc growcto rancors rage. 
When hoUow hearts dohammer with YntniUie, 

If ruinethcnbe fubicft vnto tuthc, . 

WhatfhaUIfay.^butfobbe forfuchawoing, 
Wherckindneffehath nocofottinthcdoing. 

Makcthenthychoyci^notaUalonebychawcc. 
Let teafon guide thine eye,honour thy mmdc, 

VertueAyheart^andfothythoughtadu^^, 
Thatwifdomescare may Iwpptc comfort iindc. 

Thatifthatfbrtuneialltobevnljnd^ , 
Yctheauenlyloue,thatdothdielifcicio^^ 
WiUiiiake4echappiein ahcaucnly choycc 
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If dKm canft gecdie^.wealdi, dien doc not wants 
Bucduefely cake jgcMlieed diou wane not grace* 

Ana coofdence Uues in (iidi ajp^ 
^ Thacfiudioncanhcnhardlymewehcrfiice: 
And finipkloue aks^wkbott (bmc Ui^ 
Is like aprcfau hardfy wordi die gluing. 

And dierefoceteauing each one to their lor^ 
Tolike^io loue^andliue aslikesthem be(^ 
To keepe dieir choyce^or if iclikedirai not^ 
When^s dxy feeic chdr Q>irits moft opprcft^ 
To vfe dicir bcft difcrcdon for their Re^ 
, Iwiftigoodhusbandsalltohautgoodwiiiesy 
And aU good lolling wenches all good lines. 

So hoping dut the befi will be content 
To know the worft mitft haue a time to mend: 
Who haue binill may haue agoodintent^ 
To bring bad humours to a better end^ 
Vnto your kindncfle kindly I commend 
p4/f#i/r mad humour^to dcfcribe a womanj 
Fit to be Wd of all^ or lik't of no man. 
FINIS. 
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MY fweetcMufebeholdeacteatur^ 
Of the world the fweeteftfeacure, 
Gamiflit with thoJIe inward ^/nccs. 
That adome the foireft faces 
Which defcribed in dKir eflbnc^ 
Shew the eardi a heauenly prelence. 



Haire$,nohaires,butgoIden wires, 
Binding lifeinloues ^fires: 
Eyesno^es,butflarry^ories, ^ 
Reafonsjtates^d honours ftories: 



Chedes enchaining hearts bdiddiiig^ 
Lippes maintaining loues vnfolding. 



Kecke 
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Nedce,noji6clGeJbticaIabIafter, 
Natures miftrdle, deafens maften 
Brea(b^ot 6reafb,btitbeautics rr.outains, 
OiiJ^treritat tniDcethe fountaincs: 
Armes cm bracing loucs defcruing: 
Hands vnlacirig loucs prcftruing. 

BdIy,no, but Ftntu bedding, 
AU too faire for FuUmu tvcddin^ 
NaueIJ,iiot,but Natures (ignct^ 
AU the graces grau'n within it: 
For the fecret iWeete of reafbn, 
Carcfiilthoughtsmuft^eakno treafim* 

Thiches, no thigjies, but beauties pillers. 
Made for beauties beft tvclwillers: 
Knees^otknees,buti'4/;iM bending, 
While DidH4 was commending: 
Legs,no legs, but honours pal&ge. 
To the life of louers mefTage. 

Fecte 
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FcctC) no feetCjbut fauours ftayingi 
Where no fauours are decking: 
Toes, not toes^buc each a token 
Of more truech^then may be (poken; 
That in all,for much perfedion^ 
N acures draught by loues dirc^om 

This faire creature,wonder*woman^ 
Scene to fe w^ and knowne to no man^ 
By thofc heaucniy powers created^ 
That haue hellifh humours hated. 
While the Angels all vrere deeping, 
Fell to curfed creatures keeping. 

Curfed creatures, camall diuels, 
Hates of good,and grounds ot euilf. 
Wronging vertue,lalling reafon. 
Vowing truethjbut working treaibm 
Thefc,oh thefe^ by loues illufion. 
Wrought the courie of my confiifiom 
Fa Hate- 
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Hacefull courfein heart concealed: , 

Bur, by hell to be reuealed: 

Li wich brief e!y is contained, 

Neucr eafed, euer pained: 

In which cnidl cares term entcd, 
Liucs my comfon dilcontented. / 

Pittie wccpcs to fee this wonder, 
Loue and vertueliue afunder) 
Honour Hgheth without ceailing 
To bcholde this hell incitafin^ 
And the hean oflooe is dying, 
While he heares his^ dtfling crying. 

Oh how is the (bule agrieued, 
Whercno fonxmes arc rdieuedj 
And where erodes are fo many. 
Nor the comforts can be any! 
Thinke if this be hell miftaken. 
So of heauenly hopes forfaken. 

But 




Digitized by 



Google 



ofh'uMiftreJfe. 




BiitjOh wicked wretched ftc wqr, 
That haft fo corrupted fan cy, 
Helplcfle^opdeflCjmatchleflCjiliameWrc, 
Doft diou thinke thouftulthe naipdefle? 

No: the world (hall knowe thine euill: 

Ielouzie,thou art the diuell. 

This is diat fame inward treafon. 
That hath fo confounded reafon: 
This is that fame hellifh humour^ 
Fib die world fb full of rumoun 

This is it that kils idie loua* 

That he neuer can tecouer. 

This is that fame hellifh fiende, 
' That was neuer vertues friend: 
This is that fame f oolifh blindnefle^ 
That confounded) louers kindneffe 

This is it^ by proofe of nuuiy, 

Neuer yet did good to any. 

Fj Th«€ 
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Then,on thcCjind thy podcflbr, 
WUfiiil foUicspUinc pro/cflotj 
(That haft fo my miftrcffc wroiigcd* ^ 
And her hclplcffc woes prolonged) 

Fall the curfc of loucs confofiou^ 

By the death of loucs lUufion, 

e>/ defcriftm offelQuJie, 

^/^Hthin the hart thcr breeds a kind of thoiighc 

Begotten fas fomc gefle it) by the eye: 
Butjl doc rather thinke it to be wrought. 
By a blindc fight that cucr lookcs awry. 
And only fcc3cs but of a Lunacy: 

Which being gotten kindly in the head, 
Wodcesawciu^ewic^ bringa fooktobecL 

It diinks it knowes not what, nor hoW^or why: 
But once pcrfwadcd^twiil not bercmooued. 
Cares for no tmedi^belieueth etieiy lye. 
That hath apparance^though it be not proooe^ 
Loues but infeare^and feares itis not loucd, 
Frets^chafes^and grieues^and neuer is at refb 
Becaufi: the woift doth euer doubtthebeft* 
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It vroilceSiand watchc9,pric$,and peeres about, 
Takes counfcll, ftaicssyct goes on with intent. 
Brings in one humour,puts anodier out, 
Andnndes oitt nothing but all difcontcnr, 
Andkccpes the fpirit fhl! fo paflion-rent, 
. That in the vyorld,if that there be ahell, 
Askc,butiAloue,whatiel6urie canttll. 

It would hauemore then allit dothpofleflc, 
And turnes content vnto a croflc conceite. 
It brings difcretion but into diftrcflfe. 
Where fcare doth onely but on folly waite, 
While doubts do only dwell vpon deceice: 
Itdodi abufe the wit,diftraft the mindc, 
Andknows notwhattofcekcpochowtofittoe* 

It doth amaxc the cyc,cnchaunt the care. 
And whojie kils the ftomackcs appetite.- 
With fpightfuU thoughts it doth me fpitittwfc. 
And keepes poore patience in a pitious pUght, - 
While darkefufpicion makes the day a nighc < 

ltis,infumme,averyhelli(h6eodc. 

That neucryetwa$louc,not beauties fticnC ^ 
F4 « 
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It is a plague,fhat Nature wasordained. 
In beauties eie,to wounde the heart of loue. 
An invirardpo^on,that hath diroughly vain'd 
The haplefle wii^at worices for wUs behoue. 
To make a lackeDaweof a turtle Doue, 
Wliere beft contentmfts are too much abufed. 
While wilfiill follies can not be excuied. 

It is the death of ioy,tvirixc man and wife. 
Where loue is too muchloaden with miftrufb 
It makes the maide to feare the married life, 
Leaft firmelt faidi (hculd fall to be vniufh 
It beatt die braine and grindes the wit to duft, 
Icmakes dK wift a foole, the wcakWe poore, 
And her diat wold kepe houfe,to ope the dore, 

Oh,tis a childeof an vnhappiechoyce, 
Nutft by the milke of an iltauour'd bcaffc 
Which neuer fuflfers reafbn to reioycc, 
Butkeepes die heartwithin an Hornets neaft, 
Which noughtbut venome bring into the breaft: 
I| is,infummc,a kinde of fcaet ill. 
That neueryetdid good^oreuer^yiU. 

How 
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Hovr itlu^ bandied many a haplefle hear% 
Lettfaem defcribei^diatdobecwrlaioweie 
Buthovv it woAm% thefowlescondnuall finai^ 
He ^at is able,l« htm cnidy (Howe i^ 
Or fedceby all meanes how hemay foigoctcr 
Butformy feffe,Iiiiy nqmore bucthis, 
God blefienyefrom it,andm]r mifteiis. 

And fuch as will be maddclet them be ib. 
Who cannot iudge of goodjConceiue itiO. 
He^diat will (ake a finger for 9 toe, 
Kiuft either blame his wit^or ette his will,* 
That knowes his folly,and will be Co ftill« ' 
Who will be ledde but ondy by illufion^ 
Muft be content to fidl vpon confiifion. 

And dius my friend ,whatfi>thou betfaatrcadeft 
Thefefewe inuediue lines of lealoufie 
(Hopingdiat thou thy fancie betterfeede^ 
Then with die aipen leaues of Lunacy, 
Whole iuycegiues nothing,bucinconftancie) 
I wifh thy loue more kin^ to be bomr, 
Orfortfanriealous head,aht«« great home. 

G What 
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Thg^'camwcbufemechidUiigofafi^ -./ 

Be ftaiawbik :andbcnotfo.appaktv; o^^^^ 
A diouCmd gowooi arc iiird with Cony^bintt .. ; 
EuciyoM^snof da«l3cliathadidicMurr6(.; : -^ 
Louers may Ioolce»andlaiigh,aad4iapp1y iflcc: 
Butfloanyaonc may frowne^thatwilnotftrike* 

Becaufeber eve is faire^ihall duiiebe fowie? 
B^aufe dm me is wife, wilt dipu jbefond^ 
Becaufc diat (hoe doth finile^ muft dioii needs 
Becaufc chat (he is frce,wilt diou be bod^ (scoulef 
Oh^make.not fb a puddle of a pood: 

Be plcaf d to thinlkc of etiery diing the bcfi» 

ForJLelottfie is bucanidlcicft, 

Miftruft doth argiie but a mifconcett: 
Si^icibn, fomcwhat in dw iblfc amiflq 
Doubt^t a dreaming on^ on deceite: ' 
Fearc^uta curfe^whcre neuer fell a bliflc^ 
Tuih/mite^d laug^,embrace,and coll & kiflc^* 
And thou fhalt Hue as merry as a cricket^ 
While Icaloufic (hall (land without Ac wickedt 
FINIS* 
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